Zimmer Introduces the Quantum Gravity Department (aka Monkey Grad Students)

By M. Miskin, S. Meehan

Zimmer seated behind large oak desk.

Zimmer: Hi I'm University of Chicago president Robert Zimmer, here to talk to you about a new opportunity in cutting edge research in the Physic Dept. here at Chicago.

Shot of Zimmer walking down a hallway possibly in RI.

Zimmer:  People who don't understand statistics often say that if you 'give a monkey a typewriter and an infinite amount of time, he will inevitably produce the works of Shakespeare.'  

While most would consider this a theoretical speculation, we at Chicago take all notions of abstraction seriously.  In fact, this simple cocktail comment is the core foundation of our main road to a coherent theory of quantum gravity.  There is of course one main difference: our monkeys have bachelor's degrees.

Shot of Zimmer standing outside RI240

Zimmer: Say hello to RI240, a room in the Enrico Fermi Institute.  It’s here that the department stores its first year graduate students. During this internment, they’re inundated with problem sheets and, for guidance, provided only with the complete collection of the Soviet Journal of Nuclear Physics.  

We find that the students, motivated by the problem sheets and equating things randomly generate approximately 10,000 unique guesses at a theory of quantum gravity per night.  This almost twice as many as the number of guesses made by our top string theorists.  Thus far, scientists leading the project can tell me that we can accurately say the equation must look something like this]

Zimmer points to a chalkboard which reads Gravity=?.  He smiles

Zimmer  Indeed its is an exciting time to be here at the University of Chicago!  I'm Robert Zimmer, and thanks for joining me during this look inside your department.

