Sidfeld Scene 1

(Marc, Jake)

LEO: So, what's happening with the NSF Grants? You come up with anything?

SID: No, nothing.

LEO: Why don't they put saucers under coffee cups anymore?

SID: What do you need a saucer under a coffee mug for?

LEO: Well it forms these little rings all over the table.  Everywhere you put it down it forms a ring.   (Starts picking up and putting down coffee cup)

SID: I mean is it always a ring?  Why should I expect it would be a ring?  I mean could it be a ball sometimes? (Sid starts to spill coffee on the table) 

(Both finish and pause to think)

LEO: See, this should be a research topic. 

SID: What?

LEO: This. (points to table with coffee stains on it). 

SID: (dismissing) Yeah ugha flhaldfhlaj. 

LEO: I'm really serious. I think that's a good topic. 

SID: Just spilling things? I mean whats the physics about?

LEO: It's about nothing. 

SID: No premise?

LEO: No forget the premise. 

SID: You've got to have a premise. 

LEO: Who says you gotta have a premise? Remember that time we went to the beach and made a sand castle?  That could be a research topic?

SID: So you're saying, I go in to the NSF, and tell them I got this idea for a experimental research project about nothing.

LEO: We go into NSF.

SID: "We"? Since when are you an experimentalist?

LEO: (Scoffs) Experimentalist. We're talking about a sand here.

SID: You want to go with me to the NSF?

LEO: Yeah. I think we really got something here.

SID: What do we got?

LEO: An idea.

SID: What idea?

LEO: An idea worth funding.

SID: I still don't know what the idea is.

LEO: It's about nothing. 

SID: Right.

LEO: Everybody's doing something, we'll do nothing.

SID: So, we go into the NSF, we tell them we want to study the physics of nothing.

LEO: Exactly.

SID: They say, "What's your research on?" I say, "Nothing."

LEO: There you go.

(A moment passes)

SID: (Nodding) I think you may have something there.

