Sidfeld Scene 3

(Radha, Hridesh, Sasha, Marc, Jake)

[Lights come up with NSF heads sitting opposite a coffee table from Sid and eo] 

NSF Radha: So, what exactly do you guys want to do research on?

SID: Well uh I mean, we've been thinking about a lot of ideas that have been around since Maxwell that haven't uhhh

LEO: (Interrupting) May I?

SID: Uh ughm Okay

LEO: I think I can sum up the research for you with one word: NOTHING.

NSF Radha: Nothing?

LEO: (Smiling) Nothing.

NSF Radha: (Unimpressed) Nothing? what does that mean?

LEO: The research is about nothing.

SID: (To George) Well, it's not research on nothing.

LEO: (To Jerry) No, it's about nothing.

SID: Well, maybe in philosophy. But, even nothing is something.

NSF Hridesh: What's the research in an abstract?

SID: ..Well, as I was saying, we would research every day sorts of things.. you know uhhhghahdf physics of the breakfast table sorts of stuff.  Things that you might just assume are explained, and take for granted.

NSF Radha: All right, tell me, tell me about the experiments. What kind of experiments?

LEO: Oh, no. No experiments.

NSF Radha: No experiments? So, what do you do then?

LEO: (Showing an example) What'd you eat for breakfast today?

NSF Radha: I had a coffee and a bagel with cream cheese.

LEO: There's a thesis. That's a thesis.

NSF Radha: (Confused) How is that a thesis?

SID: Well, uh, maybe you put the coffee down and there were rings on the outside of .

LEO: No, no, no. Nothing happens.

SID: Well, something happens.

NSF Radha: Well then why am I reading a paper about it?

LEO: Because it's being funded.

NSF Radha: (Threatening) Not yet.

LEO: Okay, uh, look, if you want to just keep on doing the same old thing, then maybe this idea is not for you. I, for one, am not going to compromise my scientific integrity. And I'll tell you

something else, this is the physics and we're not going to change it. (To SID) Right?

[A moment passes]

SID: (To NSFHead) How about this: suppose I measure 15 decades about the glass transition?

[Sitcom laughter, Seinfeld theme and lights go down for scene change]

